Trees that grow too close,

or overhang property,
should be trimmed back.
This will help reduce the
frequency of having to
clean out the gutters,

which should be done on a

regular basis.

Prune or remove any
plants that are in contact

CA Law 5610:

The owners of lots or portions of lots fronting on
street or place when that street or place is impro
area between the property line of the adjacent p
line is maintained as a park or parking strip, shall
in such condition that the sidewalk will not endar
property and maintain it in a condition which wil
public convenience in the use of those works or ¢
as to those conditions created or maintained in,
connection with such sidewalk by any person oth
under and by virtue of any permit or right grante
the city authorities in charge thereof, and such p
like duty in relation thereto.




Stunning Garden

Playing It Safe At Your Home

1. Soil should slope away from house: Lot grading and drainage have a significant
impact on the home structure, simply because of the direct and indirect damage that
moisture can have on the foundation. It is very important that surface runoff water
be adequately diverted away from the home. Lot grading should slope away and fall
a minimum of one (1) inch every foot for a distance of six (6) feet around the
perimeter of the building. Additionally, Siding should not be in contact with soil.
Recommend grading soil so there is at least 6" of space (where practical) between the
siding and the soil below and checking for any damaged trim and siding materials.

2. Pests can enter: Prune or remove any plants/trees that are in contact or proximity
to home to eliminate pathways of wood destroying insects. Not just wood destroying
pests but ant, spiders, mice too.

3. Safety: Holes/ Uneven landscape are a trip/fall hazard and should be back filled
and properly compacted for even walking. Additionally, when placing stones or brick
make sure the soil is well compacted and level for a smoother surface.

4. Structure Damage: Climbing vines and flowers look pretty but can invade the
structure causing structural issues. Tree limbs within 10 feet of roof should be
trimmed away to provide air and sunlight to roof, while minimizing debris &
dampness. This will also help reduce the frequency of having to clean out the gutters,
which should be done on a regular basis. Maintenance Tip: When landscaping, keep
plants, even at full growth, at least a foot (preferably 18 inches) from house siding
and windows. Keep trees away from foundation and roof. Plants in contact or
proximity to home can provide pathways for wood destroying insects, as well as
abrade and damage siding, screens and roofs.

5. Moisture intrusion: Moisture/ water can lead to major problems. Check the
sprinkler heads/ valves and/or drip tubes often and repair right away. Sprinkler
system needs to be adjusted so spray does not hit structures, sidewalks, fences. If you
have planter beds against the foundation of the house make sure the excess water
drains away from the house and not under the foundation.

This time of year is a great time to be outside and see all
the new growth and get some weekend projects done.
When it comes to Spring Gardening try to keep these
things in mind to help protect your family and your
home. Sometimes what may look good may not be the
best option. Below are 5 tips to help protect your home
and keep your garden looking great.
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